Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 NAIROB 02131 131507Z 

70 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-09 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 

H-02 INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-06 NIC-01 /073 W 

032325 

R 131355Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1866 
INFO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL NAIROBI 2131 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR KE IS 

SUBJ: ISRAELI RELATIONS WITH KENYA 

1. ZF.F.V DOVER, COUNSELOR AND ISRAELI INTERESTS OFFICER 
AT DANISH EMBASSY IN NAIROBI, CALLED ON DCM TODAY TO 
INTRODUCE HIMSELF AND TO ADVISE EMBASSY OF CURRENT 
STATE OF ISRAELI RELATIONS WITH KENYA. AFTER KENYA'S 
BREAK IN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL IN NOVEMBER 
1973, PRESIDENT KENYATTA - WHO HAD BEEN MOST RELUCTANT 
TO MAKE BREAK - QUIETLY INFORMED ISRAELIS THAT HE 
HOPED THEY WOULD CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN PRESENCE IN KENYA 
DESPITE LACK OF FORMAL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. EL-AL 
SUBSEQUENTLY CONTINUED PASSENGER SERVICE TO NAIROBI AND 
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WERE GENERALLY MAINTAINED. ON 
OFFICIAL PLANE ISRAEL OBTAINED PERMISSION OF DANISH 
GOVERNMENT TO MAINTAIN INTERESTS SECTION IN NAIROBI AND 
KEPT ONE PART-TIME COMMERCIAL OFFICER AND ONE INTELLIGENCE 
OFFICER UNDER THIS DIPLOMATIC UNBRELLA AFTER BREAK. 

2. DOVER SAID HIS APPOINTMENT AND THOSE OF TWO OTHER 
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SECTIONS IN IVORY COAST AND GHANA REFLECT POLICY DECISION 
IN JERUSALEM TO PUT HIGHER PRIORITY ON IMPROVEMENT OF 
ISRAEL'S RELATIONS WITH BLACK AFRICAN COUNTRIES IN ANTIC- 
IPATION THAT FUTURE CHANGES IN MIDDLE EAST SITUATION WILT. 
ENCOURAGE CERTAIN BLACK AFRICAN COUNTRIES TO CONSIDER 
RESUMPTION OF FULL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL. 

3. DOVER, WHO HAS BEEN IN NAIROBI FOR ABOUT TWO MONTHS, 
INTENDS TO CONTINUE TO KEEP VERY LOW PROFILE UNTIL SUCH 
TIME AS INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS MAKE IT POLITICALLY 
FEASIBLE FOR KENYANS TO CONSIDER RESUMPTION OF FULL 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. HE HAS OBTAINED LETTER FROM KENYAN 
FOREIGN MINISTRY'S PERMANENT SECRETARY CONFIRMING HIS 
POSITION AS COUNSELOR AND HEAD OF ISRAELI INTERESTS 
SECTION IN DANISH EMBASSY, BUT HAS NOT AS YET BEEN GIVEN 
DIPLOMATIC ID CARD. DOVER EXPRESSED INTEREST IN MAIN- 
TAINING LOW KEY CONTACT WITH THIS EMBASSY. 
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